Dollars Stretch With
Recycled Parts

By Sean Rice
Staff Writer

While the down economy may be hurt-
ing most retail stores, Southern Marvland
Used Auto Parts, the 5t. Marvy's branch of
Brandyvwine Automotive Cenfers, has seen
more customers seeking out used parts to
SAVE TOMSY.

“With the wav the econo-
nry 15, people are leaming
more toward recycled
parts instead of
new parts,” said
Bandy WWhitley.
sales manager
at southern

Marvyvland
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cycled parts

can be bought
for as much as
T3 percent less

than the cost of

buving new, and
sometimes more,
Whatley said.

For example, car bat-
teries cost nearly $90 new, but
525 at the recycle yard. A typical en-
gine would cost between $1.700 and $2.000
new, but one can be had for as little as $200
from one of Brandywine’s stores, Whitley
said.

Brandywine Automotive has 15 loca-
tions throughout Maryvland and Virgima,
and the Mechamewville store focuses mamn-

Iy on trucks, vans, SUV’s, and Honda and
Tovota vehiclas.

“But just about any part somebody
neads we can get 1t in between our stores,”
Whitley said. “ If we don’t hawve a part at
this location, we can get 1t 1n by the next
day, somefimes the same day.”

He also works with a network of recy-

cled part dealers across the country,
and can literally get amy part
a customer needs.

Whitley said he

buyving IMATLOY
parts to 1nstall
themselves,
and even has
Seen INCTeass
m sales of
larger parts
like motors
and frans-
misslons,
which he
thinks 15 a
direct re-
sult of the
eCOnOmY.
“It's always
been said buy used
and save,” he said.
“What we do see
15 people are comung to
buy parts and before they were
having service stations puthing the
parts on for them and now thev're kind of
going back and putting the parts on them-
selves again trying to save that httle extra
money. said Woody Meinhardt, president
of Brandywnne Automotive Centers.
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